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REPORT 


OF  THB 


COMPTROLLER  OF  THE  STATE  OF  FLORIDi 


FOR  THE   FISCAL   YEAR    1882, 


BEGINNING  JANUARY  1  AND  ENDING  DECEMBER  31. 


lap 


REPOET  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER. 


Comptroller's  Office,  ) 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  January  1,  1883.  J 
To  His  Excellency  Wm.  D.  Bloxham, 

Governor  of  Florida  : 
Sir — In  ob^ence  to  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have   the 
honor  to  subnnt  herewith  a  report  of  the  transactions  of  this 
office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1882: 
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RECEIPTS  AT   THE  TREASURY. 

The  total  receipts  into  the  Slate  TreMSur^-  ou  account  of  General  Reve- 
nue (including  interest  Taxes)  for  the  fiscal  year  cuiling  December  31, 
1882,  amount  to  $350,569.80,  as  follows: 

State  Tax  Proper,  1882 14  215  48 

"        "          "       1881 124>4511 

1880 6,728  79 

'       1879 20102 

"       1878 12078 

"       1877 143  74 

1876 2452 

'•       1875 459  40 

'*       1874 1,446  94 

License  Tax 104,785  62 

Auction  Tax 641  73 

Criminal  Prosecutions  (costs) 311  25 

Hire  of  Cor)victs t 8,630  00 

Commission  Tax 715  00 

Sale  of  Digest 774  00—    $258,243  38 

General  Sinking  Fund  and  Interest  Tax,  1881.  55,969  55 

"      1880.  1,247  49 

"   1879.  115  09 

"   1878.  •  89  20 

"   1877.  5139 

"   1876.  150 

'      1875.  60-       57,474  82 

Special  Sinking  Fund  and  Interest  Tax,  1881.  27,954  68 

"     1880.  599  10 

"      1879.  56  68 

'      1878.  22fc3 

"      1877.  3532 

"     1876.  50 

"      1875.  20—       28,669  31 
General  and  Specail  Sinking  Fund  and  Interest 

Tax  1882 6,182  29 

$350,569  80 


PAYMENTS  AT  THE  STATE  TREASURY. 

The  following  Statement  shows  the  amount  of  Warrants  and  Coupons 
paid  at  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1882  : 

Salaries  Executive  Department 18  737  00 

Salaries  Judicial  Department 33  020  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  Slate 2  300  76 

Stationary  Executive    and  Legislative  Depart-      ' 

ments goft  88 

Expenses  Collection  of  Revenue 22,566  14 

Dxpenses  Bureau  of  Immigration 7367  40 

Post  Mortem  Examinaii»)ns 350  qq 

p""*;"g -•••••. *.■.*.'.■.;;*:  6,i9887 

JVlamienauce  of  Lunatics 27  177  92 

Jurors  and  Witnesses '.*.'.!.*..!!.  4o'22'3^8 

Con  lingen  t  ex  penses  Supreme  Court .' .' .  * . . .'  * .'  *  *     2  24863 

Insurance  ot  Capitol '525  qo 

Watchman  at  Capitol 287  00 

Janitor  at  Capitol .*..'.....'..         275  00 

Conveying  prisoners  to  Penitentiary. ......... .        "^10  50 

Railroad  Tax  Litigation 137  l-^ 

Repairs  of  Capitol 1  191  91 

'  Criminal  Prosecutions 39  21 

Expenses  Priu ting  Digest '.".'.*. *.*.*.'.'.  .;*.;V    2,932  50 

Legislative  Relief  Acts 456  14 

Interest  Coupons  Bonds  of  1871  and  1873.  .V.V.Vll8,123  72-    $289  693  68 


ESTIMATED    APPROPRIATIONS    NECESSARY     FOR  FISCAL 

YEAR    1883. 

For  salaries.  Executive  Department lift  Ann  nn 

For  salaries.  Judicial  Department *"    '' ^^kT^f^a 

For  Clerk  in  Comptroller's  office ? 'oAX  nn 

For  Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor. .. .     500  00 

For  salary  of  Librarian  of  Supreme  Court 300  00 

For  Contingent  Expenses  Supreme  Court 1000  00 

For  purchase  of  books  for  Supreme  Court  Library         \oo  m 

For  Janitor  at  Capitol ^ qAX  XX 

For  Watchman  at  Capital V/. 4XXXX 

For  General  Printing  and  Advertising '..*.*. "  n  000  on 

For  Jurors  and  Witnesses ....            go'XZ  ^ 

For  Expenses  Assessing  and  Collecting  Revenue. .  .* 25*000  00 

For  Stationery  for  Executive  Department "So  00 

For  Post  Mortem  Examinations. ...                              oXX  XX 

For  Maintenance  of  Lunatics a.'^  000  on 

For  Repairs  of  napifaj.  fuel,  irarden,  «fcc..'.*.* 2  ftOO  00 

For  Contingent  Expenses  of  State *  * "  3  qoO  00 

For  Expenses  Legislature  upon  basis  of  the  Session  of  1881 

for  session  of  60  days '  fioonnnn 

For  Interest  on  Bonds  ot  1871  and  1873 ' .' 80  000  00 


$315,573  00 


ESTIMATED     APPROPRIATIONS    NECESSARY    FOR    FISCAL 

YEAR  1884. 

F< >r  salaries,  Executive  Department $18,000  00 

For  salaries,  Judicial  Department 33,573  00 

For  Clerk  in  Comptroller's  office 1,200  00 

For  Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor 500  00 

For  salary  of  Librarian  of  Supreme  Court 300  00 

For  Contingent  Expenses  Supreme  Court 1,000  00 

For  Purchase  of  books  for  Supreme  Court  Library 500  00 

For  Janitor  at  Capital 300  00 

For  Watchman  at  Capitol 400  00 

For  General  Printing  and  Advertising K 7,500  00 

For  Jurors  and  Witnesses 50,000  00 

For  Assessing  and  Collecting  Revenue 20,000  00 

For  Stationery  for  Executive  and  Legislative  Departments. . .  1,000  00 

For  Post  Mortem  Examinations .......  300  00 

For  Maintenance  of  Lunatics 25,000  00 

For  Repairs  of  Capitol,  fuel,  garden,  &c 1,000  00 

For  Contingent  Expenses  of  State 3,000  00 

For  Interest  on  Bonds  of  1871  and  1873 80,000  00 


$243,573  00 


WARRANTS  ISSUED. 

The  total  amount  of  warrants  issued  during  the  year  is  $170,302.08. 
They  are  under  the  heads  of  expenditure,  and   for  the  different  years, 
af<  follows: 

FOR  1882. 

Salaries,  Executive  Department $13,775  00 

Salaries,  Judicial  Department 24!lll  00 

Appropriation  for  Watchman  at  Capitol 287  00 

Appropriation  for  Janitor  at  Capitol 275  oq 

Contingent  Expenses  State 2,1.37  81 

Expenses  Collection  of  Revenue 21,139  90 

Priming 6^453  §7 

Maintenance  of  Lunatics 23.312  11 

Post  Mortem  Examinations 140  00 

Repairs  ol  Capi lol 1,188  25 

Contingent  Expenses  Supreme  Court 2254  63 

Expenses  Bureau  of  Immigration 6,483  27 

Expenses  Digest  Laws  of  Florida 2,932  50 

Insurance  on  Capital 525  00 

Expenses  of  Railroad  Litigation 137  12 

Jurors  and  Witnesses 30,999  00 

Stitrionery  for  Executive  and  Legislative  Departments 618  88 

$136,770  34 
FOR  1881. 

Salaries,  Executive  Depa  1 1  in  « 1  t  44  925  qq 

Salaries,  Judicial  Department 9383  00 

Maintenance  of  Lunatics 3'717  55 

Post  Mortem  Examination ,  \()q  qq 

Repairs  of  Capitol 32  55 

Criminal  Prosecutions ' . .  39  21 
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Expenses  Bureau  of  Immigration 869  00 

Jurors  and  Witnesses 13  717  49 

Contingent  Expenses  State '143  OO 


FOR    1880    AND    PREVIOUS   BEARS. 

Jurors  and  Witnesses  1880 

Jurors  and  Witnesses  1879 

Jurors  and  Witnesses  1878 ,, ,, 

Jurors  and  Witnesses  1877 V.V. *.'.*,*.*. 

Jurors  and  Witnesses  1877,  mileage ...........,,,. 

Jurors  and  Witnesses  1876  and  previous  years.' ..!!!! 


132,927  10 

$418  25 
27  70 
57  95 
20  00 

38  80 
41  94 


$604  64 


REPORT  OF  STATE  TAXES  ON  LANDS 
Bold  for  Taxes  and  Bouglit  in  for  the  State  in  the  Year  1882,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Counties,  as  reported  to  the  Comptroller's  Office : 


Alachua 

Baker 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Calhoun 

Columbia 

Clay 

Duval 

Dade 

Escambia 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Hillsborough 

Hernando 

Holmes 

Hamilton 

Jefferson  : ) 

R.  R.  Lands,  1,100  30  )■ 
Other  do.  27  29  ) 

Jackson 

Levy 

Leon 


$571  76 

"44' 23 
156  75 

56  65 
163  98 

2119 
1,465  36 

'81*50 

12  00 

386  34 

6  90 

*     *24 
14  00 

1,127  59 

189  21 

28  29 

13182 


Liberty 

Lafayette 

Marion 

Monroe 

Madison 

Manatee 

Nassau 

Orange 

Polk 

Putnam 

Suwannee ) 

(Sold  to  individuals,)  j" 

Sumter 

Santa  Rosa 

St.  Johns • 

Taylor 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington 


$12  64 
14  13 

177  58 
95  48 

165  70 
80  31 

182  27 
48  06 
4195 

460  84 


130  98 


210  24 


3  78 


$6,081  77 


COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND. 

The  Warrants  issued  on  Account  of  the  Apportionment  of  Interest  on 
the  Bonds  in  the  Common  School  Fund,  and  the  payment  of  Commis- 
sions for  Collecting  Fines  are  as  follows  : 

FOR  1881. 
1881— Warrant. 

No.  1— To  J  H  Lee,  Sh'ff  Hamilton  Co.,  com.  on  fines, 
2— To  B  A  Weathers,  Treas.  Mnrion  Co.      " 
3— To  Sam'l  Altman,  Sh'fF  Hamilton  Co.     " 
4— Tto  J  W  Britton,  Agt.  So.  Ex.  Co.,  expressage.. 


$6 
1 

7 


73 
07 
70 

75 


1879— 
1880— 
1881— 


5— To  J  L  Demilly,  Treasurer  Leon  County 1,231  99 

6— To  M  A  Dzialynski,  Treasurer  Duval  County. .  824  61 

7— To  W  M  Girardeau,  Treasurer  Jefferson  Co 655  99 

8— To  G  Stark,  Treasurer  Nassau  County 358  44 

9— To  D  S  Sutton,  Treasurer  Taylor  County 104  07 

10— To  Jno  M  Bridges,  Treasurer  Snwannee  Co. . ..  340  87 

11— To  S  S  Smith,  Treasurer  Madison  County 719  92 

12— To  A  W  Smith,  Treasurer  Gadsden  County. ...  696  90 

13— To  C  Pomar,  Treasurer  St.  Johns  County 270  88 

14— To  Robl  Robinson,  Treasurer  Santa  Rosa  Co. .  404  19 

15— To  Chas  Curry,  Treasurer  Monroe  County 606  30 

16— To  J  S  Leonard,  Treasurer  Escambia  County. .  407  49 

17— To  Jno  J  Hale,  Treasurer  Hernando  County. . .  201  49 

18— To  G  M  Hubbard,  Treasurer  Sumter  County, . .  264  06 

19— Te  David  G  Raney,  Treasurer  Franklin  Co 92  41 

20— To  T  E  Dekle,  Treasurer  Bradford  County 242  40 

21— To  M  M  T  Hutchingson,  Treas.  Columbia  Co. .  500  10 

22— To  E  A  Clarke,  Treasurer  Hillsborough  Co. . . .  326  93 

23— To  James  E  Hearn,  Treasurer  Jackson  County.  506  16 

24- To  N  R  Carter,  Treasurer  Levy  County 372  22 

25— To  B  A  Weathers,  Treasury  Marion  County. . .  681  75 

26— To  C  W  Jacocks,  Treasurer  Orange  County 253  76 

27— To  James  E  Bowers,  Treasurer  Walton  Co 185  13 

28— To  W  J  Wilson,  Treasurer  Clay  County 151  50 

29— To  Elias  Williams,  Treasurer  Baker  Countv. ...  110  29 
30— To  H  N   Felkel  tor  O   D  Morris,   Treasurer 

Alachua  County 1,107  76 

31— To  W  W  Walker,  Treasurer  Wakulla  County. .  122  56 

32— To  R  R  Reid,  Treasurer  Putnam  County 373  59 

33— To  Wm  S  Thayer,  Treasurer  Volusia  Co 173  16 

34 — To  John  Roache,  Treasurer  Washington  Co. . .  115  44 

35— To  J  M  H  Peacock,  Treasurer  Lafayette  Co 97  11 

36— To  D  D  GiUis,  Treasurer  Holmes  County 116  04 

37— To  H  S  Williams,  Treasurer  Brevard  County. .  39  99 

38— F  F  Beville,  Treasurer  Polk  County 98  47 

39— To  Daniel  D  Gillis,  Treasurer  Holmes  County..  163  80 
40— To  Daniel  D  Gillis,  Treasurer  Holmes  County  .  163  80 
41 — To  H  A  Corley  for  F  B  Hagan,  Treasurer  Man- 
atee County 194  47 


$13,292  29 


FOR  1882. 

1882— Warrant. 

1881—  No.  1— To  J  S  Goo.lbread,  Treasurer  Hamilton  Co. . . .  299  97 

2— To  Joseph  E  Roberts,  Treasurer  Liberty  Co 64  00 

1882—  3— To  J  L  Demilly,  Treasurer  Leon  County 1.345  84 

4— To  R  H  Porter,  Treasurer  Franklin  County 100  95 

5— R  R  Reid,  Treasurer  Putnam  County 408  12 

6_To  C  Pomar,  Treasurer  St  Johns  County 2»5  91 

7— To  T  T  McDaniel,  Treasurer  Suwannee  Co. . ..  372  37 
8_To  C  E  L  Allison  for  A  W  Smith,  Treasurer 

Gadsden  County 761  30 

9_To  Jno  J  H:ile,  Treasurer  Hernando  Countv. ..  220  11 

10— To  M  A  Dzialynski,  Treasurer  Duval  Co 900  81 

11_W  M  Girardeau,  Treasurer  Jefferson  County . . .  1,120  26 

12— To  Gustave  Stark,  Treasurer  Nassau  County. . .  391  57 
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l?~I*'  ?  ^  ^m'nh.  Treasurer  Madison  County 
\i~V^  i^°^®®  ^  Chalker.  Treasurer  B  iker  Co' 
Ifil^?^^^'^^'^^'"^  Treasurer  Marion  Couniv.*; 
17    ?"  J  S  Leonard   Treasurer  Escambia  County.. 
ifi~J''  ?  ^^^'^^'^  Treasurer  Levy  County, ..... 
J5~i''  ^'  ^  Sutton,  Treasurer  Taylor  County 
In-l""  ^  f  J^«'^^'-'  Treasurer  Wakulla  OounJy' ' 
i^-l""  ^  ^  ^»'«o°'  Treasurer  Clay  County         ^ 
oi~"J"  ?  ^  Clark  Treasurer  Hillsboroutrli  County! 
ot^V'  i'?i^^?,  ^'^'"'"'  Treasurer  Jacks.n  Co. ... . 
.?;~J"  ?  S  ?'""*'  Treasurer  H.)lmes  County  . 
of~S"  S  ^^  ^^^''  Treasurer  Snmier  County        " '  ** 
IrV^  j^  Williams  Treasurer  Brpyard  Connty.V. 
o^~l    i^  N  Peacock,  Treasurer  Latayeite  Co. ... 
Oft    ?"  S't^  5^'""f "'  Treasurer  Sauta  Rosa  Co. . 
00     V"  n^       7.  Huchings.,n,  Treas  Columbia  Co.  . . 
on    J"  S'*A^c"''^>''  Treasurer  Monroe  C-unty. . 
l^V"  §  S  j^<>ms,  Treasurer  Alachua  Couuiy . .  .".* 
l2~Tn  r  ^^^kle,  Treasurer  Bradford  Cunty. . . . 
it'l^  V  ^  J'icocks,  Treasurer  Orange  Count'y. . .. 

S~?;;iT^^^'''''*')r:'T'^'*'"'^'''  ^^^»«°  County.. 
ti     ,  o?.  ^  S*^^"'  Treasurer  Manatee  County. 
5^~i^T    '^i^''^*^'''  Treasurer  Hamilton  County 
^7     T  '  t"^^  of*''''  Treasurer  Wnshingron  Coun'ty ." .' 
oo    m    iS5"'*"''''*'Treasuier  Liberty  Co.nily 
38-To  F  F  Beville,  Treasurer  Polk  County .  i^.'.V.V. 


827  50 
.120  48 
744  75 
496  50 
406  63 
113  69 
133  88 
165  50 
357  15 
552  93 
126  77 
288  46 
43  69 
106  08 
441  55 
536  31 
662  33 
1,210  13 
264  80 
277  21 
202  24 
212  33 
327  69 
126  11 
69  51 
165  50 


$15,260  93 


BONDED   DEBT. 

7  per  cent.  Bonds  of  1871 ^Q^tn  nno  on 

6  per  cent.  B.mds  of  1873 .'. %olof^  oo 

8pe.^cent.  C.u.yentio..  Bonds •;:;:;;    -1:500  05-11,276.500  00 

Of  this  indebtedness  Ihero  is— 
In  Sinking  Funds i*;q  nnn  no 

L)  School  Fund Imm^rn 

In  Seminary  Fund ^S^^^  nn 

In  Agricultural  College  Fund ■.•.•.•;:;:;.•;.•    i34;i6o  00-      666,700  00 

Leaying  in  ti.e  hands  of  individuals -.$^^^ 

In  relation  to  other  Bonds  the  following  statement  is  repub- 
lished from  my  report  for  1881  •  ^ 

8tandint'^t"nno*%'u    nbove  Bonds  there  appears  to  be  ont- 
standing   *4,000  of  Bonds  issued   in    1875,  which   have  never 

orVnterest."  ''  '^"'^'"'-  ^'"'  P"'""""'  "^ ''"^''-  ^""'^V^ 
"There  are  also  7  per  cent.  Bonds  of  the  State  held  bv  the 
Indian  Trust  Fund  of  the  United  States  amounting  to  l>132yoo 
but  as  an  offset  the  State  has  a  claim  against  the  United  States 
for  an  amount  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  face  of  these 
Bonds  with  interest. 

"  Upon  coming  into  office,  I  receipted  to  my  predecessor,  the 


9  ■■■■v.:V--' 

Hon.  Columbus  Drew,  for  $75,000  of  the  six  per  cent,  bonds 
authorized  to  be  issued  under  the  Act  of  February  21,  1873, 
which  had  not  been  sold  or  exchanged  as  provided  by  said 
act.  They  numbered  from  2,951  to  3,700.  These  were  de- 
stroyed on  the  17th  of  February,  1881,  by  a  committee  of  the 
Legislature  appointed  for  that  purpose." 


COLLECTION    OF   TAXES. 

In  my  annual  report  of  January  Ist,  1882,  I  took  occasion 
to  refer  to  the  promptness  and  efficiency  with  which  the  taxes 
of  1880  had  been  collected.  It  is  gratifying  now  to  say,  that 
the  taxes  of  1881  have  been  even  more  closely  collected  than 
those  of  1880,  as  the  table  of  receipts  into  the  Treasury  will 
show. 

The  system  adopted  by  this  office  of  keeping  up  the  books 
strictly  with  accounting  officers,  and  furnishing  them  monthly 
statements  of  the  condition  of  their  accounts,  and  impressing 
upon  them  the  importance  of  regular  returns  and  prompt  set- 
tlements, while  it  requires  more  clerical  force,  has  been  found 
to  work  most  efficiently ;  and  has  entailed  less  expense  upon 
the  State  than  would  be  incurred  in  sending  out  agents  to  the 
neveral  counties  to  adjust  accounts,  and  make  settlements  with 
the  officers,  as  was  often  found  to  be  necessary  when  the  sys- 
tem referred  to  was  not  in  practice. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  connection  to  state  that, 
within  the  last  two  years  there  has  occurred  but  two  cases  of 
delinquency  among  the  Collectors,  and  the  accounts  of  one  of 
them  is  in  suit,  and  the  other  in  process  of  settlement.    Of  the 

ACCOUNTS    FORMERLY    REPORTED, 

I  have  this  to  say,  that  during  the  past  two  years  the  following 
compromise  settlements  have  been  made  in  accordance  with 
the  act  of  1881.  (Chapter  3236,)  viz:  With  the  sureties  of 
John  W.  Butler,  late  Collector  of  Revenue,  Santa  Rosa  county, 
on  payment  of  $5,787.75  ;  with  E.  J.  Mizzell,  late  Collector  for 
Polk  county,  on  payment  of  $458  ;  with  the  sureties  of  W.  R. 
Pettis,  late  Collector  for  Leon  county,  on  payment  of  $1,663, 
and  all  costs  and  fees,  and  VV.  F.  Burnam,  late  Collector  for 
Volusia  county  has  paid  in  $1,051  in  part  settlement  of  his  ac- 
count. Many  others,  of  the  old  cases,  are  yet  pending  in  the 
courts,  but  nothing  has  been  realized  on  them. 

REVENUE    FROM    LICENSES. 

This  report  shows  that  there  has  been,  in  the  last  two  years, 
a  very  large  increase  in  the  occupation  license  tax,  causing  the 
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revenue  from  this  source  to  run  up  from  $63,237.14  in  1880,  to 
$104,785.62  in  1882.  To  avoid  any  misapprehension  as  to  the 
causes  of  this  increase,  ii  may  be  stated  that,  notwithstanding 
the  material  change  in  the  law  in  respect  to  the  liquor  license 
naade  by  the  last  Legislature,  the  "license  reports  show  that  the 
income  from  the  tax  on  liquor  dealers  and  on  other  occupations 
has  increased  at  precisely  the  same  ratio.  This  is  better  de- 
monstrated by  taking  a  lull  year  under  the  old  law,  say  from 
Oct.  1,  1879,  to. Oct.  1,  1880,  and  a  year  under  the  new  law,  say 
from  Oct.  1,  1881,  to  Oct.  1,  1882,  (the  best  periods  for  test- 
ing the  operation  of  both,)  and  it  appears  that  the  revenue 
from  liquor  licenses  during  the  year  ending  October  1,  1880, 
was  (in  round  numbers)  $35,000,  and  from  all  other  licenses 
$28,000  ;  and  that  the  revenue  from  liquor  licences  during  the 
year  ending  Oct.  1,  1882,  was  $60,000,and  from  all  other  licen- 
ces $48,000,  making  an  increase  of  71  3-7  per  cent,  on  both 
classes  of  licenses  for  the  periods  cited.  This  singular  fact 
shows  that  this  increase  can  be  reasonably  attributed  to  the 
business  prosperity  of  the  people. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  adding  that  the  system  of  issuing  and 
reporting  licenses,  provided  by  the  last  legislature,  has  worked 
well,  and  has  secured  prompt  and  correct  returns.  If,  however, 
it  could  be  so  devised  as  to  have  all  licenses  expire  on  the  same 
day  in  the  year,  it  would  insure  a  more  efficient  collection  of 
this  part  of  the  revenue. 

INCREASE    OF   TAXABLE    PROPERTY. 

The  increase  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  State  from  thirty- 
one  to  forty-five  million  (in  round  figures)  in  the  last  two  years  is  a 
striding  evidence  of  the  rapidly  growing  prosperity  of  the 
State.  It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  last  assessment 
includes  more  than  three  millions  of  Railroad  property,  for 
which  exemption  is  claimed.  The  question  of  the  liability  of 
the  particular  Railroads  claiming  immunity  from  taxation,  has* 
been  submitted  to  the  Courts  ,of  the  State  by  suits  brought 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature,  with  results  favorable  to  the  State,  but  the 
cases  are  now  pending:  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  on  appeal.  But  without  this,  there  is  an  increase  of  at 
least  eleven  millions.  Some  of  this  increase  may  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  lands  have  been  listed  the 
last  year  which  escaped  taxation  heretofore  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  determining  whether  they  were  private  or  public 
property.  The  work  undertaken  about  a  year  ago  of  making 
out  from  the  United  States  and  State  Land  Offices  lists  of  the 
entries  of  public  lands  in  many  counties  and  furnishing  them 
for  the  use  of  the  Assessors,  has  aided  these  officers  materiallv ' 


in  adding  to  the  land  assessments  of  such  counties.  These 
lists,  though  inaccurate  in  many  respects  on  account  of  the 
haste  in  which  they  were  prepared,  serve  to  demonstrate  the 
importance  of  the  work;  and  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  coun- 
ties should  be  provided  with  them,  and  that  those  already 
made  out  should  be  revised  and  corrected.  It  is  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  Legislature  will  provide  the  means  for  complet- 
ing and  perfecting  this  work,  so  that  a  full  assessment  of  the 
lands  in  all  the  counties  can  be  had,  for  it  is  believed  that  such 
a  result  would  still  further  augment  the  taxable  resources  of 
the  State. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  estimate  of  the  amount  required 
to  pay  jurors  and  witnesses  is  less  by  $5,000  than  the  sum  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose  for  1881  and  1882.  This  reduction 
is  warranted  by  the  diminished  expenses  of  the  Courts. 

I  find  it  necessary,  however,  to  ask  for  $5,000  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  expenses  of  collecting  revenue.  This  is  required 
because  of  the  increase  in  the  assessments  and  the  licenses  for 
the  last  year,  and  many  of  the  accounts  pertaining  to  this 
branch  of  expenditure  for  1882  remain  to  be  settled.  This  ad- 
ditional sum  is  only  required  for  1883.    It  is  not  asked  for  1884. 

It  is  also  deemed  necessary  to  ask  for  an  increase  in  the 
contingent  fund.  A  thousand  dollars  more  is  added  because 
the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  is  found  to  be  insufficient  for 
the  purposes  for  which  the  fund  was  intended.  The  adminis- 
tration of  justice  has  been  crippled  for  the  want  of  necessary 
means  for  ofl^ering  rewards  and  defraying  expenses  for  arrest- 
ing criminals,  for  this  is  the  only  fund  out  of  which  that  and 
other  extraordinary  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  State  can 
be  paid,  and  it  should  be  made  adequate  to  meet  the  emergen- 
cies that  may  arise. 

RATE    OF   TAXATION. 

The  table  of  assessment  for  1882  shows  that  the  taxable  val- 
uations amount  to  $45,285,977.  But,  as  is  stated  elsewhere, 
more  than  three  millions  of  this  is  upon  Railroad  property  for 
which  exemption  is  claimed.  It  is  deemed  safe,  however,  to 
.base  estimates  for  a  revenue  upon  forty-two  millions  of  lax- 
paying  property,  and  if  the  income  from  licenses  is  not  dimin- 
ished, a  rate  of  four  mills  on  the  dollar  is  thought  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  raise  the  revenue  required  to  defray  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  State  Government  and  meet  the  accruing  interest 
on  the  bonded  debt.  This  estimate  is  not  intended  to  include 
the  constitutional  tax  of  one  mill  for  school  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

W.  D.  Barnes,  Comptroller. 
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